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-THE WOFFORD CONNECTION -

Wofford College Computer Center Spartanburg, South Carolina

tieeting

The SRES-HSF group met in haytona Leach, Fla. on 20 [ec. = z Jan. The Tive-
day meeting consisted of fifteen working sessions for both the curriculum develops
ment groups and the facility principal investigators. This was tie final meeting
of the curriculum development projects which included the areas of physics, chem-
istry, numerical methods, cconomics, and natural sciencc. Dr. Moore represcented
Wofford in the chemistry group and Dr. 0lds attended as principal investigator.

The curriculum groups have developed new programs and now ideas for under-
graduate use. |t seemed to be the consensus of the meeting, however, that the
particular software packages produced were more valuanle to others as a source

.

of ideas than as a <irectly importable paciage.

flew Programs

The following rrograms were written by Dr. Horm Love of Maryville College.
Tape copics are filed in the Computer Center.

U 1 T This program calculates the trajectory of a rocket shot from
carth in an attempt to reach the moon. The user supplics
initial position an: velncity of the rocket.

A conversational program for use in obtaining vecter sums,

A S1ICAC version of the 3-it bockshelf game '"'Stocks and Uonds.™
J0NDS* contains rules and information.
Pr. fernie Weigman and Dr. Jim tozics of Layola College in Paltimore have
developes a large number of programs for use in teaching a general physics course.

In addition, they produced several subroutines which may e or wider interest.
Among tinese are:

GRAPHS (0, Y, M) and GRARH (X,Y,#) whizh are two plotting routines in Fortran,
They arc capaple of plotiing more than vrne funciion wn a graph, of plotting

multivalues functions, and of autcmatic scaling.
] e ]

PAGE (i) A Fortran routine which breaks the ocutput of a program under

exceution inte 0% x 11 inch pages.

PLOTFG (X, Y,H) Plots one graph of I points with automatic scaling,



Time Saver

br. Love of Maryvilie College points out a neat trick for rapidly removing
programs from the disk files. Instead of the OLD, UNSAVE sequence, use REN,
UNS. The system responds more rapidly since it does not have to seek and load
a program,

Minicompbuters

1970 may he the year of the minicomputer. A rapidly increasing variety of
general purpose computers priced in the UK$-20K$ range can make censiderable
impact on the planning of computer users. Units in this price range, available
now, arc equipped with FORTRAN, conversational BASIC, and comparablc languages.
One or more teletypes may be used for 1/0 ia an cxpandable system. Such a system
can handle many of the problems prescntly workec at a time~sharing terminal and
scems to be particularly attractive as a supplement to such a system for the
cducational environment. As usage grows, additional equipment will be NEeucd,

The minfcomputer has a favorable price/performance ratio and appears to be a valid
alternative to a sccond timevsharing terminal,

Hews from Columbia University

nitl Rudisill, our Columbia correspondent, has sent an issue of the Columbia
(University) Graduate Business Mews with an article about a pre~term computer
oricntation program. This ten-day program last fall was planncd to insurc that
now MJ.0W.A. students could use the Columbia computer facilitics before classes
began. Gill also sent the mimeographed booklet prepared for the course. This
hoole is an intercsting source of helpful hints for new time-sharing uscrs and of
initial nrogram assignments for students interested in business and statistics.
The material cmphasizes the importance which the business faculty at Columbia
places on computier usage,



